WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. 




A cooperative system comprising: 
a plurality of information systems; and 
a hub system connected to said plurality of 



systems , 



said hub system comprising: 
conversion means for converting^ a message received 
from a first information system to a foxm suitable for a 
second information system, said secoira information system 
being destination of said message; /and 

decision means for determining necessity of 
message conversion and a kind of conversion. 



2. 



A hub system connected to a plurality of 



information systems, said hub system comprising: 

conversion means /for converting a message received 

from a first information ^system to a form suitable for a 

second information system, said second information system 

being destination of said message; and 

decision means for determining necessity of 

message conversion §fnd a kind of conversion 

3. A hub system according to claim 2, further 

comprising: 

flow .control means for determining a flow and 
destination of/a message received from said first 
information system based on a class of said message, 

wnerein said decision means further determines 
whether saiLd flow control means should be used. 

A hub system according to claim 2, 
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wherein said conversion means comprises: 
protocol conversion means for conducting protocol 



conversion; and 



message conversion means for conducting message 



form conversion, and 
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wherein said decision means checlcs protocols used 
in the first information system and the second information 
system, and if the protocols are the same, said decision 



means judges protocol conversion to 



unnecessary. 



5. 



A hub system according to/ claim 4, wherein said 



protocol conversion means conduct^ conversion from a 
protocol used in said first information system to an 
internal protocol in said hub / and conducts conversion from 
said internal protocol to a protocol used in said second 
information system. 

6. A hub system ao6ording to claim 2, wherein said 

decision means determines processing to be conducted on the 
received message in accordance with decision rule. 



7. . 



A hub system according to claim 6, wherein said 



decision rule associates a business class included in the 
received messager with a message processing content. 



8. 



A hub system according to claim 6, wherein said 



decision rule associates an amount of. money included in the 
received message with a message processing content. 



9. 



A hub system according to claim 6, wherein said 



decisiorf rule associates user information included in the 
receiyfed message with a message processing content. 



10. 



A hub system according to claim 6, wherein said 



decision rule associates a message originating system with a 
message processing content. / 

11. A method for making a plurality of information 
systems cooperate, said method comprising thef steps of: 

connecting a hub system to said t/lurality of 
systems ; / 

receiving, in said hub system/ a message from a 
first information system; / 

determining, in said hub system, necessity of 
message conversion and a kind of conversion; 

if necessary, converting, in said hub system, said 
message to a form suitable for a/ second information system, 
said second information system Ageing destination of said 
message; and / 

transmitting said message from said hub system to 
a second information systeni. 

12. A method according to claim 11, further comprising 
the steps of: / 

determining, /in said hub system, whether flow 
control should be conducted, said flow control determining a 
flow and destinatiorjf of a message received from said first 
information system/ based on a class of said message; and 

conducting, in said hub system, flow control when 
it has been determined that flow control should be 
conducted. / 

13. A hiub program executed by a computer to make a 
plurality ok information systems cooperate, said hub program 
executing /the steps of: 
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receiving a message from a f irst/^ information 



system; 



determining necessity of message conversion and a 



kind of conversion; 



if necessary, converting said message to a form 
suitable for a second inf orpfation system, said second 
information system being <ae st i- nat i° n °f said message; and 



transmitting /said message to a second information 



system. 
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